
 

 

 

Homework of English for Class VIII   

June 1 to June 27,2020 

Purpose: 

 To enhance the students’ capacity of self expression, it is advised that during the vacations the students 

should be encouraged to read extensively. 

 Parents at home must allow their children to articulate their view points in Standard English and practice 

verbal communication.  

 Such steps would prove beneficial in building a stronger language base and prepare them for the next 

level.  

 When homework provide learning experiences and academic structure for  children over holidays, 

children have the advantage of maintaining basic skills and are more likely to return to school ready to 

learn. Parental involvement is very important in the academic success of children. 

Guidelines: 

Homework has been designed so that student may be able to study and learn topics reminding previous concepts 

about different topics under the supervision of their parents at home. The basic purpose of this homework is to 

engage learners for upcoming academic activities near future. 

It consists of 5 week plan including the activities like: 

 Adjective formation from nouns using suffixes 

 Antonyms of adjectives with the help of Thesaurus 

 Sentence making 

 Grammar 

 Reading  

 Creative Writing 

 

It includes Reading material, Internet links, Exercises form both books as well as worksheets. 

This homework should be done on note books. 
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8th Week: June 1 to 5, 2020 

Section 1: Oxford Modern English 8 

Dreaming of the Dawn Wall                                                                                        Page 67 to 72 

Exercise 

A. Comprehension 

Q1 and 2. Read the lesson carefully and answer the questions given on page no. 67 and 68 of Oxford 

Modern English. 

B. Working with words 

Q1. Read the Idioms in the left column and guess the given meanings of the idioms in the right 

column on page 68 and 69 of Oxford Modern English. 

Q2. Match the clues to their answers on page 69 and then label the map of California on page 70. 
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Learning About Language 

Prefixes 

A prefix is placed at the beginning of a word to modify or change its meaning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q. Read and study Prefixes on page 71 and solve exercise 2 on page 72. You can take help from the 

given link. 

https://examples.yourdictionary.com/reference/examples/prefix-examples.html 

Grammar Worksheet – Determiners  

Complete the following sentences using an appropriate determiner. 

1. They were bored because there was _____________ to do. (little, a little, the little) 

2. We invited ___________ friends over to our house for a barbecue. (few, a few, the few) 

3. __________ of the cakes had been baked the day before. (Most, Many, Much) 

4. Sally didn't take _________ photos when she went on holiday. (many, much) 

5. The teacher gave __________ of the students a piece of paper. (each, every) 

6. Every one of __________ sent me a birthday card, but none of them bought me a present. (my 

friends, my friend) 

7. Henry had _________ idea what the answer to the question was. (no, any) 

8. I like many of her songs, but not ________ of them are good. (all, many) 

https://examples.yourdictionary.com/reference/examples/prefix-examples.html


9. There aren’t ___________ animals in this zoo. (much / many) 

10.  I was _________ much impressed with their performance. (very / too) 

11.  __________ of people want to buy cars. (lots / lot) 

12.  He has published ____________ short stories. (a few / few / a little) 

13.  __________ short stories that he published were critically acclaimed. (few / the few) 

14.  I will never forget the day when I met him for ___________ time. (the first / first) 

15.  He looked out of the window but he didn’t see ___________ (anyone / no one) 

16.  ____________ wished me on my birthday. (nobody / anybody) 

17.  He has a finger in _____________ pie. (each / every) 

18.  She gave them _____________ a prize. (each / every) 
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9th Week: June 8 to 13, 2020 

Section 1: Oxford Modern English 8 

On the Grasshopper and Cricket                                                                                Page 89 
On the Grasshopper and Cricket 

BY JOHN KEATS 

The Poetry of earth is never dead: 

When all the birds are faint with the hot sun, 

And hide in cooling trees, a voice will run 

From hedge to hedge about the new-mown mead; 

That is the Grasshopper’s—he takes the lead 

In summer luxury,—he has never done 

With his delights; for when tired out with fun 

He rests at ease beneath some pleasant weed. 

The poetry of earth is ceasing never: 

On a lone winter evening, when the frost 

Has wrought a silence, from the stove there shrills 

The Cricket’s song, in warmth increasing ever, 

And seems to one in drowsiness half lost, 

The Grasshopper’s among some grassy hills. 

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/john-keats
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It is a symbolic poem in which the grasshopper is a symbol of hot summer and the cricket is of very cold winter. 
Every poet has been attracted towards the beauty of nature. John Keats is no exception to this and finds nature 
beautiful in all seasons not excluding the hot summer and cold winter. 
He says that the earth is always singing. When the birds stop singing in the hot summer finding cool place, we 
find the grasshopper singing and flying from hedge. He sings tirelessly and when tired, rests beneath some weed. 
When the birds are silent in very cold the earth never stops and expresses its pleasure through different beings 
like the cricket. It sings the beautiful songs from the stones. It seems to be increasing in warmth every moment 
and half-asleep human being feels it to be a grasshopper’s song coming from grassy hills. 

Q1. Choose appropriate answers. 
i. In The Poetry of Earth the birds take rest in - 

a. Bare trees 
b.  Cooling trees 
c. Small bushes 
d. None of the above 

 
ii. The birds take rest because of - 

a.  The hot sun 
b.  Their hunger 
c.  The stormy weather 
d.  None of the above 

 
iii. The Cricket takes the lead in - 

a. Winter 
b.  Autumn 
c. Summer 
d.  Spring 

 
iv. The grasshopper takes the lead in - 

a. Winter 
b.  Summer 
c.  Spring 
d.  Autumn 

 
v. " A voice will run from hedge to hedge "- The voice referred to here is the voice of - 

a. Cricket 
b. Bird 
c. Grasshopper 
d. Dragonfly 

 
vi. The insects referred to in the poem The Poetry of Earth are - 

a. Grasshopper and fly 
b.  Cricket and butterfly 
c.  Grasshopper and cricket 
d.  Both 1 and 2 

 
vii. Grasshopper's voice is heard from - 

a. Hedge to hedge 
b.  Branches of trees 
c. Cooling trees 



d.  None of the above 
 
viii. When tired with fun the grasshopper takes rest - 

a. In cooling trees 
b.  Beneath some pleasant weeds 
c.  Beneath the leaves 
d.  None of the above 

 
ix. The silence is wrought by the - 

a. Frost 
b.  Cricket 
c.  Grasshopper 
d.  None of the above 

 
x. Cricket's voice is heard from - 

a. Stove 
b.  Hedge to hedge 
c.  House 
d.  Tree 

Q2. Make Adjectives of the given nouns from the poem. You can take help from Dictionary. 

Nouns Adjectives Nouns Adjectives 

Luxury  Drowsiness  

silence  delights  

https://www.dictionary.com/ 

Q3. Find antonyms of the given adjectives. You can consult Thesaurus. 

Adjectives Antonyms Adjectives Antonyms 

Pleasant  dead  

grassy  faint  

https://www.thesaurus.com/ 

Q4. Make meaningful sentences of the given words after getting their meaning. 

Ceasing                     wrought                     shrills                    luxury                    stove 

LEARNING ABOUT LANGUAGE 

Consult a Dictionary and correct mistakes in the words on page 92 of Oxford Modern English. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.dictionary.com/
https://www.thesaurus.com/
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Section 2: Oxford Grammar Tree 8 
Unit 18 : The Sentences 

 

The Sentence                                                                                                                       Page 103 

Simple Sentences 
A simple sentence contains a subject and a verb, and it may also have an object and modifiers. 

However, it contains only one independent clause. 

Key: subject; green underline = verb, blue, italics = object, pink, regular font =prepositional 

Phrase 

Here are a few examples: 

She wrote. 

She completed her literature review. 

He organized his sources by theme. 

They studied APA rules for many hours. 

Compound Sentences 

A compound sentence contains at least two independent clauses.  These two independent clauses can 
be combined with a comma and a coordinating conjunction or with a semicolon. 

Key: independent clause = yellow, bold; comma or semicolon = pink, regular font; coordinating 
conjunction = green, underlined 

Here are a few examples: 

She completed her literature review, and she created her reference list.             

He organized his sources by theme; then, he updated his reference list. 

They studied APA rules for many hours, but they realized there was still much to learn. 

Using some compound sentences in writing allows for more sentence variety. 

Complex Sentences 

A complex sentence contains at least one independent clause and at least one dependent clause. 
Dependent clauses can refer to the subject (who, which) the sequence/time (since, while), or the causal 
elements (because, if) of the independent clause. 

If a sentence begins with a dependent clause, note the comma after this clause. If, on the other hand, 
the sentence begins with an independent clause, there is not a comma separating the two clauses. 

Key: independent clause = yellow, bold; comma = pink, regular font; dependent clause = blue, italics 

https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/scholarlyvoice/sentencestructure#s-lg-box-2835546
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/scholarlyvoice/sentencestructure#s-lg-box-2835546
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/punctuation/commas
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/grammar/conjunctions
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/punctuation/semicolons
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/scholarlyvoice/sentencestructure
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/scholarlyvoice/sentencestructure#s-lg-box-2835546


 

Here are a few examples: 

Although she completed her literature review, she still needed to work on her methods section. 

Note the comma in this sentence because it begins with a dependent clause. 

Because he organized his sources by theme, it was easier for his readers to follow. 

Note the comma in this sentence because it begins with a dependent clause. 

They studied APA rules for many hours as they were so interesting. 

Note that there is no comma in this sentence because it begins with an independent clause. 

Using some complex sentences in writing allows for more sentence variety. 

 

Compound-Complex Sentences 
Sentence types can also be combined. A compound-complex sentence contains at least two 

independent clauses and at least one dependent clause. 

 

Key: independent clause = yellow, bold; comma  or semicolon = pink, regular font; coordinating 

conjunction = green, underlined; dependent clause = blue, italics 

She completed her literature review, but she still needs to work on her methods section even though 

she finished her methods course last semester. 

Although he organized his sources by theme, he decided to arrange them chronologically, and he 

carefully followed the MEAL plan for organization. 

With pizza and soda at hand, they studied APA rules for many hours, and they decided that writing in 

APA made sense because it was clear, concise, and objective. 

Using some complex-compound sentences in writing allows for more sentence variety. 

 

Pay close attention to comma usage in complex-compound sentences so that the reader is easily able to 

follow the intended meaning.  

You can take help from the given link and complete exercises (A,C,D,F,J) page 103 to 108 of 

Oxford Grammar Tree 

https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/grammar/sentencestructure 
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10th Week: June 15 to 20, 2020 

Section 1: Oxford Modern English 8 

On the Grasshopper and Cricket                                                                        Page 90 to 92 

Understanding The Poem 

Q1. Answer the questions on page 90 and 91 of Oxford Modern English. 

Working With Words                                                                                         

Q1. Find words in the poem as described. You can use Dictionary. 

Q2. Find synonyms in the poem for the given words. You can take help from Thesaurus. 

 

 

https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/scholarlyvoice/sentencestructure
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/scholarlyvoice/sentencestructure
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/punctuation/commas
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/grammar/sentencestructure
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Similes 

A simile is a figure of speech that makes a comparison, showing similarities between two different 
things. Unlike a metaphor, a simile draws resemblance with the help of the words “like” or “as.” 
Therefore, it is a direct comparison. 

We can find simile examples in our daily speech. We often hear comments like, “John is as slow as a 
snail.” Snails are notorious for their slow pace, and here the slowness of John is compared to that of a 
snail. The use of “as” in the example helps to draw the resemblance.  Now we know the definition of 
simile, let’s look at some examples of common similes. 

Common Examples of Simile 

 Our soldiers are as brave as lions. 
 Her cheeks are red like a rose. 
 He is as funny as a monkey. 
 The water well was as dry as a bone. 
 He is as cunning as a fox. 

Directions: Write a sentence with each simile below.  

Example: slithers like a snake 

Answer: The football player slithered like a snake on the field. 

1. as straight as ____________________________________________________________ 

 2. as bright as _____________________________________________________________  

3. shines like ______________________________________________________________  

4. eats like ________________________________________________________________  

5. drives like _______________________________________________________________  

6. fights like _______________________________________________________________ 

 7. as large as ______________________________________________________________  

8. as hard as a _____________________________________________________________  

9. as soft as a ______________________________________________________________  

10. as sour like _____________________________________________________________  

Q3. Complete the exercise on similes on page 91 of Oxford Modern English. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://literarydevices.net/figure-of-speech/
https://literarydevices.net/comparison/
https://literarydevices.net/metaphor/
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Section 3 

Creative Writing 

Creative Writing: Write a dialogue between two students about the curse of begging in society. 

Situation: Student A comes to home of Student B and the discussion starts …………… 

A: Hi! 
B: Hello! How are You?  
A: I am alright. How are you? 

B: I am quite worried because of the homework our English teacher has given.  
A: What is it? 

B: He has told us to write an essay on Beggary. I do not know what to write. 
A: Come on! Beggary is something on which everyone from the third world especially can write.  
B: What do you mean?  
A: It's simple Third world countries are the countries that face economic instability, poverty, 
unemployment and illiteracy Which are the root Causes Of Beggary.  

B: (asks that should everyone help the needy?) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

A: (gives examples of famous public figures who feel the pain of downtrodden) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

B: (identifies the role and sayings of The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) about curse of begging and its effects on 
society) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

A: (tells beggary is developed as a profession and it has become a habit not a need) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

B: (claims beggary shows bad image of the country) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

A: (suggests some ideas to eliminate beggary from society) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

B: (talks about the role of government to reduce poverty and its responsibility to produce more 
opportunities of employment) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Now complete the dialogue by adding more ideas. 
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11th Week: June 22 to 27, 2020 

Section 1: Oxford Modern English 8 

A Boy’s Best Friend                                                                                                               page 94 

Q1.Read the story carefully and choose the best answer. 

i. ‘He’ll be all right. _________ is with him---- did he arrive? 

a. Jimmy                 b.    Mr. Anderson               c.    Robutt 

ii. Robutt, who could hear by __________ , squeaked and bounded after. 

a. radio                    b.    television                      c.    phone 

iii. Jimmy was out of his _____________ now and washed up.  

a. rocket                  b.    spacesuit                       c.    space station 

iv. Jimmy _________ . ‘Robutt isn’t an imitation, Dad. He’s my dog.’ 

a. frowned               b.     cried                             c.     shouted 

v. And the little robot-mutt, who had never been held so ___________ in all its existence, 
squeaked high and rapid squeaks---happy squeaks. 

a. roughly                b.     hardly                           c.      tightly 

Q2. Form adjectives from given noun. 

Nouns Adjectives Nouns Adjectives Nouns Adjectives 

Station  Difference  Existence  

Gravity  Imitation  Experience  

https://www.dictionary.com/ 

Q3. Find antonyms of the following adjectives. 

Adjectives Antonyms Adjectives Antonyms Adjectives Antonyms 

Cheap  Crunchy  Mechanical  

Agile  Dangerous  Special  

https://www.thesaurus.com/ 

Q4. Form nouns of the following verbs.  https://www.dictionary.com/ 

Verbs Nouns Verbs Nouns Verbs Nouns 

Curved  Used  Count  

Wait  Keep  Programmed  

https://www.dictionary.com/
https://www.thesaurus.com/
https://www.dictionary.com/
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Q5. Make meaningful sentences of the following after finding their meanings from Dictionary. 

        Lunar                    Tendons                     Existence                    Machine                    Imitation 

Transformation of Sentences 

Transform one type of sentence into other after recapitulating previous unit 18 The Sentences and 
complete Exercises (A,B,C,F). you can also take help from the given link below. 

https://www.learngrammar.net/english-grammar/transformation-of-sentences 

Section: 3 

Creative Writing 

Write a dialogue between two students about disadvantages of bribery. 

A: Hi! 
B: Hello! How are you?  
A: I am fine. How are you? 

B: I am also fine.  
A: You are looking so worried. What happened? 

B: My elder brother is highly educated but still he is unable to get a reasonable job.  
A: But what is the reason? And why? 

B: As the world is evolving, we see how people are losing their morals too. Things like corruption and bribery 
have become so common that everyone turns a blind eye to it. 

A: Yes, you are right. Although everyone opposes this concept, we all indulge in bribery of some kind. 

B: (explains how bribery in deep rooted in our country and how it is affecting especially a common man) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

A: (asks about bribery and its types) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

B: (gives examples and identifies types of bribery) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

A: (no area left untouched by bribery) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

B: (bribery has a harmful impact on the growth of country) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

A: (all religions of the world especially Islam condemns all types of bribery) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

B: (asks how to stop or eradicate evilness of bribery?) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Now complete your dialogue with appropriate length. 

 

https://www.learngrammar.net/english-grammar/transformation-of-sentences


Homework of English for Class VIII   June 1 to 27, 2020 

Comprehension Worksheet 

Directions: Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.  

Have you ever heard the sound of a hummingbird? They make a buzzing noise when they fly. They make 
this noise because they beat their wings so fast. They beat their wings up to 80 times a second. All that 
flapping makes a lot of noise. That's why we call them hummingbirds. Hummingbirds fly in a unique 
way. They move their wings so fast that they can hover. This means that they can stay in one spot in the 
middle of the air, like a helicopter. Sometimes they fly or hover upside down. They are the only bird that 
flies backward. 

Hummingbirds are small. One type called the bee hummingbird is the smallest bird in the world. Bee 
hummingbirds weigh less than a penny. They are just a little bit bigger than bees. I guess that's where 
they get their name. Bee hummingbirds build tiny nests. They use cobwebs and bits of bark to make 
their homes. Their homes are only an inch around. This is big enough for their eggs though. Their eggs 
are smaller than peas. People have found these tiny nests on a clothespin. 

Hummingbirds move fast. It takes lots of energy to move as fast as they do. This means that they need 
to eat a lot of food. Their favorite food is nectar, a sweet liquid inside of some flowers. They drink more 
than their own weight in nectar daily. They have to visit hundreds of flowers to get enough nectar to 
live. They can only store enough energy to survive through the night. They live on the edge. 

Hummingbirds don't use their long beaks like straws. They have a tongue just like you. They use their 
tongues for eating. They flick their tongues in and out of their mouths while inside of flowers. They lap 
up nectar. Flowers give them the energy that they need. Hummingbirds help flowers too. They get 
pollen on their heads and bills when they feed. Flowers use pollen to make seeds. Hummingbirds help 
pollen get from one flower to the next. This helps flowers make more seeds. More seeds mean more 
flowers. More flowers mean more food for hummingbirds. Isn't it nice how that works out? 

1. Why are they called hummingbirds?  

a. They are very light                                                                    b. They sing when they fly  

c. Their wings make a humming sound                                     d. Their song sounds like humming  

2. How do hummingbirds eat?  

a. They drink nectar through their beaks like a straw.  

b. They chew up flower petals with their beaks. 

c. They use their heads and bills to eat pollen.  

d. They lap up nectar with their tongues.  

3. How do hummingbirds help flowers?  

a. They drink nectar.                                                                       b. They eat pollen.  

c. They bring pollen from one flower to the next.                    d. They plant seeds.  

4. According to the text, which does the bee hummingbird use to make nests? 

 a. straw                                                                                            b. concrete  

c. bark                                                                                               d. sticks  
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5. Which best describes the main idea of the fifth paragraph? 

 a. Hummingbirds move fast.                                                        

 b. Hummingbirds like to eat nectar.  

c. Hummingbirds use lots of energy and eat often. 

d. Hummingbirds drink their own weight in nectar every day.  

6. Which statement about bee hummingbirds is not true?  

a. Bee hummingbird eggs are smaller than peas.  

b. Bee hummingbirds weigh less than a penny.  

c. Bee hummingbirds have built nests on clothespins.  

d. Bee hummingbirds do not grow larger than bees.  

7. What is unique about the way that hummingbirds fly?  

a. They can fly faster than any other bird.                             b. They can fly longer than any other bird.  

c. They can fly forward and backward.                                  d. They can only fly for a few seconds at a time.  

8. Which best defines the word hover as used in paragraph two?  

a. To stay in one spot in the air                                                b. To clean an area thoroughly  

c. An animal that has hooves                                                   d. To move your wings very fast  

9. Why do flowers need pollen?  

a. Flowers eat pollen.                                                                b. Pollen attracts hummingbirds.  

c. Hummingbirds eat pollen.                                                    d. Flowers use pollen to make seeds.  

10. Which title best describes the main idea of this text? 

 a. Bee Hummingbirds: The World's Smallest Bird  

b. Pollination: How Birds and Flowers Work Together 

c. Hummingbirds: Unique and Uniquely Helpful  

d. Interesting Facts About Birds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Answer Key 

Determiners Worksheet 

1. little 
2. a few  
3. Most 
4. many 
5. each 
6. my friends 
7. no 
8. all 
9. many 
10. very 
11. Lots 
12. a few 
13. The few 
14. the first 
15. anyone. 
16. Nobody 
17. every 
18. each 

Comprehensions Worksheet  
 

1. c 
2. d 
3. c 
4. c 
5. c 
6. d 
7. c 
8. a 
9. d 
10. c 
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